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Red-eye view of the day a Venus 
SOV'IET scientists are specu- h • h 

lating that a "meteorite·· spaces 1p· ,., Russ,·a 
which fell in Siberia 50 yearJ 
ago may have been an . . 
atomic- powered space-ship P~ple liVI~g near the site of the I At the time of the explosion­
from Venus the official !mpact di~ of a then unknown June 30 .. 1908-the planet Venus 
Czech trade union newspapPr Il~ness. which ~bowed the sarr;e was at Its nearest to the earth. 
"P " 'd . f t- s~ ~pt~ms as exposure to atomic The article was h ea d 1 i n e d : 

r_ace sal m a ron page radiatiOn. . . . "Remarkable d i s c o v e r ie s of 
article yesterday. . . T~e exploswn had . Its biggest soviet scientists concerning the 

A boo_k has l~een publlshe:d m the !mpact at some distan~e from Siberian meteorite of 1908-did 
Soviet Umon . present!Jlg .-v•- Its <?entre -.exactly hk~ an a rocket from another planet 
~ence from v~mous Soviet scien· atomic explosiOn. There IS no hit the earth?" 
;~i~ supportmg the ~heory, lt crater. It said scientists' suspicions were 

The bOok, by Alexander Kazancev, Jet speed a_roused when seyera~ e?CJledi-
entitled " A Guest from the ti~ns .to the explos.wn site m the 
Universe." presented the follow- A Soviet expedition to the site ~Ibenan woods did not ~nd 11 
ina finding by Soviet scientists of the explosion two years ago smgle trace of a meteorite. 
supporting the theory: discovered ' particles of iron The newspaper quotes the "well-. F• b ll which are not part of a known Soviet expert on astro-Ire a meteorite." nautics. Professor Sternfi 

Eye-witness accounts of the e:·q>lo- who was responsible for working 
The explosion caused by the sion indicate hat the obJect out the courses of the Soviet 

"meteorite" produced a big fire slowed down to about the speed satellites. ·• as saying the 
ball which was followed by a of present-day jet planes before ship most likely came 
mushroom-shaped cloud. exploding in th air, Venus, 


